Church Periodical Club President’s Welcome 
Annual Meeting 2026
The Rev. Deacon Judy Graves, President
Thank you to everyone who is attending the Church Periodical Club 2025/2026 Annual Meeting.
The Church Periodical Club started out as a club in 1888 at the Church of the Holy Communion in New York City.  Mary Ann Drake Fargo and a small group of women began sending bundles of church periodicals, prayer books and Bibles by stagecoach to missionaries in the Dakotas, the then far West.  Even though our delivery system has changed, we are still committed to supplying theological and educational materials in support of mission efforts around the world.  CPC also continues to respond to the needs throughout the Anglican Communion.
CPC is an independent affiliated organization of the Episcopal Church.  Since the pioneering days, CPC has depended entirely on voluntary contributions to carry out our unique ministry.  There is an unending list of mission projects in juvenile facilities, hospitals, libraries, schools, seminarians, vocational deacons, prisons, alcohol/drug abuse centers, retirement homes, seafarer’s institutes, companion dioceses who need books.
Our National Book Fund (NBF) is the oldest granting fund of the Church Periodical Club.  Since 1922, this fund has helped meet religious and secular needs by providing grants for written materials of all types to individuals, churches and organizations affiliated with the Anglican Communion.  The grant application and guidelines have been revised.  Please check these changes on our website.
The Seminarian Fund was separated from the NBF in 2023.  Grants are given to seminarians at Episcopal seminaries in The United States.  This is the third national book fund added to CPC.
The Diaconate Book Fund was added in 2024 and started up in 2026.  This fund is for Vocational Deacons only.  This is the fourth book fund added to CPC.
The Miles of Pennies Book Fund was started in 1989 and became the second national granting fund of CPC.  This fund is For children preschool to grande 12 and provides written materials of all types.
I want to point out to you a special piece of our History.  I am wearing a replica of the pin worn by the President of the Church Periodical Club during her term of office.  It is made up of the seal of the Church Periodical Club from which hangs a golden nugget.  The nugget was presented to a CPC worker many years ago by one Daniel Webster as a token of appreciation for books he received while living beyond the Arctic Circle.  The golden nugget has become a symbol for the hundreds/thousands of expressions of gratitude that have come from the far corners of the world for books received through the efforts of the Church Periodical Club.  It is also a constant reminder of the many needs for reading materials yet to be filled.
As Christians we are all concerned with supporting missionary efforts and are invited to give the gift that speaks volumes.  We ask you to become involved with projects by your parish or diocese, identify the needs in your community and apply for grants, visit our website and follow us on Facebook, enroll as a dues-paying member, and make financial contributions.
In January 2026 we lost our sister, Rebecca Markert.  This was a great loss to CPC and we will remember her fondly.  Cai Armstrong has stepped up to fill the Treasurer’s position until the end of her term in 2027.  
Please ask your Bishop to set a date for CPC Sunday.  This is a very important Sunday as this is for our NBF Contributions.  I want to thank everyone, dioceses, parishes, etc. who contributed to CPC during the year 2025/2026.  This is greatly appreciated!!!!
I want each and everyone of you to pray and decide if you would like to become a member of our Board and Executive Committee.  Our terms will be up at our annual meeting in 2027, and we need fresh faces and ideas for CPC.  Please consider becoming a part of CPC.
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